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ABSTRACT

This essay will contain the most important fadi®dries andhypothesis that prove if God is
myth or reality.It has always been a lively debate topic — whotekéhis world and whether
God had anything to do with it or not? If preseay dcience cannot prove it, does God really
exist? This has been discussed with equal enthasiasall communities and religions.
Modern science has really started to question Gexistence nowadays because of the
developement of all this high technology and alecduse of the increased human's rational
and self conscious thinking. On one hand, there raikons of believers including
philosophers and some scientists who believe in'$SSbhdnd and providence. On the other
hand, there are numerous rational atheists inaatf social communities who believe that
only whatever is visible or scientifically verifilbis true. So does your faith in God leads you
to the point where you question His existence? Mehehosen to write about this subject
because of this universal question. In this etsall try to cover every angle of both sides of
the debate and to show you what majority of pedipilek about this topic and which side's
arguments and theories are more acceptable
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REZIME

Ovaj radc¢e sadrzati najzrajnije ¢injenice, teorije i hipoteze koje dokazuju da liBeg
stvaran ili ne . Ko je stvorio ovaj svet i da lipeg imao udela u tome je oduvek bila Ziva i
interesanta tema za debatu. Ako danaSnja naukaode da ovo dokaze, da li Bog stvarno
postoji ? O ovome je raspravljano s jednakim efgamom u svim zajednicama i religijama .
Moderna nauka je u danasnje vreme stvarrielpala ispituje postojanje Boga zbog razvitka
tehnologije i takodje zbog po&anog racionalnog i svesnog razmisljanja ljudi. NMdnjoj
strani su milioni vernika ukliguju¢i filozofe i neke natnike koji veruju u bozju ruku i
njegovo providjenje , a na drugoj strani su mnagpb racionalni ateisti u svim delovima
drustva koji veruju da je samo ono sto je vidljiitmaucno dokazano stvarno . Da li vas vasa
vera u Boga vodi to tke kada se zapitate 0 njegovom postojanju ? Jazbmao da pisem o
ovoj temi zbog ovog generalnog pitanja . U ovomuréadl pokuSati da pokrijem svaki ugao

.....

Klju¢ne rei: Bog, religija, ateizam, nauka, argumenti
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God — generally speaking

The existence - or lack of - God is one of humasiftundamental questions. Since the first
birth, the first sunrise, the first death, humaasehbeen trying to explain the world around
them. The whole of human existence, in the end,esodown to thists there God? What is
God? Surely there is a big difference between the €ilan God, Jehovah and the Greek God
Zeus. If we were talking specifically about any arfethe gods ever worshipped by man, it
would be a much easier question. However, thattsuihat we have. And since this will be a
essay with a lot of ,God" in it , we all better lagur definitions straight.

Modern man’s concepts of God are many and varidild@n tend to imagine an old man
with a white beard. Many adults regard God as &isiinle force or a mental concept or as all
humanity, the universe, or even oneself. Howewvee thing is definetely certain, in almost
all religions God is the spirit, being, or fordeat has created and controls the universe,
especially the god of the Christian, Muslim and i3éweligions. Although many have tried, it
is really hard to define God and we cannot b&agethat any of them have succeeded.

In this essay | will try to briefly inform you abbteligions from all over the world and about
the essentials of why so many people believe id @awadays. On the other hand, | will try
to show you what Atheism is all about and whyistspreading around the world so fast. If
you are interested in learning which side has bettel stronger argumenets and whether
you are an atheist , believer or you are simplingyto inform yourself about this subject,
then keep reading and hopefully this essay wilphau. In addition, | will also focus on
doing some surveys so | can find out currentefelbf youth in my community.

Belief

With the begining of mankind people also begibétieve in something high above all of us
which has supernatural powers. Our beliefs comm fwdhat we hear, feel, see, understand,
assume. At first this was a kind of solution fomsothings which our ancestors couldn't
expain, as time was passing by people have stitpitk up beliefs, they were seared on
our subconscious mind with strong emotions. Peopléhat time felt the need to believe in
something (this need is also present now and iaydwvill be ) especially when times got
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hard. At these times we will always need somethiggcan tell our deepest concerns and
fears to. This is the main reason which led toioareased need to believe and to more
concious believing in God, and what is more, onéhefessential reasons why religions have
been created.

For every given proposition, every person eithexr tialacks the mental attitude that it is true
— there is no middle ground between the presenedsence of a belief. In the case of gods,
everyone either has a belief that at least oneaj@bme sort exists or they lack any such
belief.

We all also have many beliefs which we are notscmusly aware of. There may even be
beliefs which some people never consciously thindutd As a consequence of believing, if
you believe something is true, you must be willtngact as if it were true You should not
hide or be ashamed of your beliefs because theagsept you and your character. If you are
unwilling to act as though it were true, you canrexdlly claim to believe it. This is why
actions can matter much more than words. Beliefs iamportant because behavior is
important and your behavior depends on your beli¥rything you do can be traced back
to beliefs you hold about the world — everythingnfr brushing your teeth to your future
career. Because of all these reasons you shoulderdaow important our beliefs are for
ourselfs and our character !
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Religion

What is the definition of religion? The definitiaf religion is not easy to find. There are

many interpretations of what defines a religion mott one that can be said to be the most
accurate. In dictionaries, religion is defined asy specific system of belief, worship, or
conduct that prescribes certain responses to tilseeage (or non-existence) and character of
God. This and most of the definitions are not yeaticurate because of, for example, atheism
is called a religion but the belief denies any powetber than man. Native Americans believe
their spiritual beliefs are a necessary part of xd@stence and cannot be separated from their
life experience.

The origin of religion can generally be tracedhe tancient Near East and classifiedhree
basic categories: polytheistic, pantheistic and otlogistic

Polytheism (a belief in many gods) is thought to have origadhtvith Hinduism in about
2500 BC. Polytheism was also the religion of matheoancient cultures, including Assyria,
Babylonia, Egypt, Greece and Rome. The ancienttipeistic belief systems viewed gods as
being in control of all natural events such as fedin harvests and fertility. Generally,
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polytheistic cultures believed in sacrifices to epge their godsThe Greeks and Romans
developed polytheism to a highly structured pamhafogods and goddesses.

Pantheism (a belief that all is God) prevailed in numeroungiant cultures. The belief that
the universe itself was divine was typified in tA@imism beliefs of the African and
American Indian cultures, the later Egyptian r@igiunder the Pharoahand Buddhism,
Confucianism and Taoism in the cultures of the East. Generally, pantheism is the
principle that god is everything, and everythingyegl. Therefore, nature is also part of god.
So they must be in harmony with nature. They bay iinankind is no different than any other
animal. Which means we must live in harmony witrh, understand them, and learn from
them. The core of this religion focusing on theatieihship between mankind and the
elements of nature.

Monotheism (a belief in one God) is the foundation of the elwChristian-Muslim line of
religions, God began revealing Himself to the waHbugh the nation of Israel. The Jewish
Scriptures record the journey of the Israelitesnfrelaves in Egypt to the "promised land"
under the leadership of Moses. During the periothefRoman Empire, Jesus Christ was born
as the long-awaited Messiah. The ministry of Jesusled with His crucifixion and
resurrection. After Christ's ascension into Heavkeea,Christian church grew in his name and
the New Testament was written. About 600 yearsr,ld#uthammad began preaching in
Mecca. Muhammad believed he was the ultimate prioph&od, and his teachings became
the precepts of Islam as recorded in the Qur'an

These are some of the most important dates iarkist all religions:

Important Dates in History of all religions:

. 2000 BC: Time of Abraham, the patriarch of I&rae

. 1200 BC: Time of Moses, the Hebrew leader ofBkedus.

. 1100 - 500 BC: Hindus compile their holy text®e Vedas.

. 563 - 483 BC: Time of Buddha, founder of Buddhis

. 551 - 479 BC: Time of Confucius, founder of Qari&nism.

. 200 BC: The Hindu boolBhagavad Gita, is written.

. 2104 BC - 32 AD: Time of Jesus Christ, the Blals and founder of Christianity.
32 AD: The Crucifixion and Resurrection of Je€lmsist.

. 40 - 90 AD: The New Testament is written by fibléowers of Jesus Christ.

. 570 - 632 AD: Time of Muhammad, who recordsGha'an as the basis of Islam.

OO0 00000000

In today's time religions have also became som&@®fmost powerful 'organisations’ in the
world. These are major religons of the world if lookedtly number of their followers

Number of followers to the world's major religioms millions:

Christian 1,980
Idam 1,300
Hindu 900

Advantages and disadvantages of religion

Is religion a force for good or for evil? Theredsidence both ways, and | am not really
gualified to balance the pluses and minuses.

Certainly religion provides comfort to many peop@d perhaps gets some to behave more
ethically than they might otherwise. Religions hawspired many great works of art,
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architecture, and music. They also have sponsoheditable, medical, and educational
institutions. Another positive effect of religios that it helps keep people from feeling fear
of the unknown. There are those people who lovegioe because they cannot bear to think
that this world was not made by a creator, or God.

Steven Weinberg said : “With or without religionpagl people can behave well and bad
people can do evil — but for good people to do evithat takes religion.”

This is unfortunately true up to a point. There also bad sides of a religion, actually many
of them. People fight and die over religious holgges, some of which are claimed by more
than one religion, as in Jerusalem and India. Thezealso some large-scale horrors to which
religion contributed: wars, pogroms, crusades,d#hgersecutions, inquisitions, witch hunts.
We have seen these things in old history and samnéntie today. Religion has served as
justification, if not the real reason, for slavepglonialism, and even cruelty to animals.

Regarding negative effects of religion on the hurreae, the most lasting effect of religion

on the human race is that it has been the causémufst every war since the beginning of

time.

To sum up, these are somvhat if questions we can pose (but not answer):

-What would the world be like now if there had nebeen the Crusades, or the Spanish
Inquisition?

-How different would the United States be today tliere had never been religious
persecutions in other countries, which sent so noduoyr ancestors there?

-What would the UK be like if Henry VIII hadn't bten so bitterly with the Catholic Church?
-What would India-Pakistan be like if there hadrbee religion-based partition?

-How would the world be different if there had rm#en the religious motivations of people
like Mother Theresa, Martin Luther King, and Alb&thweitzer?

-Where would scholarship be now if churches hatminded such great universities as
Harvard and Oxford?

-Would we have the music of Johann Sebastian Bhtte ihadn't been employed by the
church?

Although there are millions of people who are falys of some type of religion throughout
the world, it is important to remember that there laoth positive and negative effects on the
human race because of religion, and everyone shmutéspected for their belief system and
not be judged or persecuted because of it.

In a perfect world, that would be the case; buwasll know, this is not a perfect world.

Definition of Atheism

Atheism is a complex term to define, and many didins fail to capture the range of
positions an atheist can hold. Perhaps the mosbadwmeaning to many people now is the
absence or rejection of a belief in a God, or gdd® word atheism comes from the Greek
adjective atheos, which means 'without, not', arttleos, '‘God'. Michael Martin, a leading
atheist philosopher, defines atheism entirely inrmte of a belief. For him, atheism is the
disbelief in God, and agnosticism is the lack dhei belief or disbelief in God. There are
more diffrent definitions of atheism but this oselie simpliest and the easiest to understand,
so we will stick to it. It is strange that atheisvould be so difficult to understand, but it must
be - otherwise, there wouldn't be so many argumeves what it means, what it entails, and
what significance it has for the society.
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Facts about atheism

What is atheism? How can | be an atheist? What doteke for a person to become an
atheist? Is there a secret handshake or something?

These are some common question about atheism.nBeeais simple:

Step One: Don't believe in any gods.

That's it, there are no steps two, three, or féllr.you have to do is not believe in the
existence of any gods. All those scepticisms alaibeism are NOT true, for example:

You don't have to deny the existence of any gods!
You don't have to assert that no gods exist!

You don't have to be certain that no gods exist!
You don't have to join the Communist Party!

You don't have to be rebelling against your family!
You don't have to stop celebrating Christmas!

There are lots of things which people imagine @& pf being an atheist, but definitely are
not Atheism is nothing more or less than the abseridbelief in gods. There are only two
options available for everyone: either a beliethia existence of some sort of god is present,
or no such belief is present. That exhausts all ltiggcal possibilities. This means that
everyone is either a theist or an atheist. Ther®ismiddle ground”. It is either there or it is
not. What you do after you arrive at not believingany gods may also be difficult. You do
not have to do anything more to be an atheistthiatdoes not mean that there is nothing at
all left to do. Being an atheist is easy — all titatequires is not believing in any gods.
Existing as an atheist, though, is not always dmpause so many people think so poorly of
atheists. In more secular societies where lotseopfe are atheists, existing as an atheist will
be easier because there is less pressure tellen tihhat being an atheist is immoral,
unpatriotic, or dangerous. In more religious soegetthe increased pressure will make
existing as an atheist very difficult for some. Mareople may start treating you differently
simply because you do not believe in their godsnmamg. You may have to be concerned
about whether knowledge of your atheism might leadiscrimination against you at school,
for example.

Why are people becoming atheists ?

There are as many reasons for being an atheibeas @re atheists: the road to atheism tends
to be very personal and individual, based uponspezific circumstances of a person’s life,
experiences, and attitudes.
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It is not unusual for an atheist to have been daise religious household and to have grown
up living with the assumption that their religiotadition represented the One True Faith in
the One True God. However, after learning more albther religious traditions, this same
person may adopt a much more critical attitude tdwaheir own religion and even religion
generally, eventually that same person can rejeconly that religion but also belief in the
existence of any gods. Another possible reasomatfogism may originate in bad experiences
with a religion. Many atheists find their way tshelief through science. Over the centuries
science has come to offer explanations of aspdaiarovord which were once the exclusive
domain of religion. It is not ultimately up to théheist to justify atheism; rather, it is up to the
theist to explain why belief in a god is reasonafileus, a better question than “why are
people atheists” would perhaps be “why are ped@ests?”

Today, atheism is spreading rapidly across the dvd@ine of the reasons is the new
technology, especially internet that enables pefigle around the world to communicate
with one another. That increasingly allows peopleetlise that they are not the only atheists
and help them in the way they might have not imed before.

A survey

| have conducted a survey and interviewed aroungé&0ple within 15 to 18 years of age. |
have asked them questions about religion and tékgious beliefs. The questions were :

Do you believe in God?

What factors were relevent in your decision to dediin God? (* answer only if you do
believe)

Why don't you believe in God?(*answer only if yow mbt believe in God)

Do you regularly go to church?

Do you know the Ten commandments ?

Do you know what the word atheism means ?

In this survey | have wanted to find out the bdaicts about youth's belief in God in my
community and their knowledge about some genetajigas things. The survey's finding
was not surprising having in mind the fact thatpdedive in a religious environment.

These were the answers :

Do you believe in God?

BmYes
ONo
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What factors were relevent in your decision to dediin God? (* answer only if you do
believe)

O Indoctrinated by parents
B Indoctrinated by society
ONeeded a reason to live
O Other

Why don't you believe in God? ( *answer only if yoi not believe in God)

O Because of the logic and science

B | have been indoctrinated not to

O1 have been disappointed in God's
will and stopped believing

Do you regularly go to church?

OVYes
ENo
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Do you know the Ten commandments ?

OYes
H No

Do you know what the word atheism means ?

60+

50+

OYes

40-
E No

301

201

104

04

By analyzing the results of this survey | have doded that over 80 % of students
guestioned believe in God. However, a suprising i&athat 45 % of these believers know all
of the Ten commandents and what is more, 25% pefethem go to church regularly.
Nevertheless, almost all of the questioned studaerdsy what the word atheism means, which
shows that atheism is having more and more safiect on people.

Arguments and reasons to believe in God

Every side of this debate has it own reasons fiodplbelieving in God on one hand and on
the other hand for being sure that God does nait.eAtheists hold on to science and pure
logic for most of the time while theists mostlydtun faith and belief. In this section of my
essay | will represent the strongest argumentbdtr sides.

If we put science aside for a while, accordinghe theists the existence of God cannot be
proved or disproved. The Bible says that we mustepichy faith the fact that God exists:
That does not mean, however, that there is no pealef God’s existence. The Bible states,
“The heavens declare the glory of God; the skieglpim the work of His hands. Day after
day they pour forth speech; night after night tlésplay knowledge. There is no speech or
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language where their voice is not heard. Theiregioes out into all the earth, their words to
the ends of the world” (Psalm 19:1-4). Lookingha stars, understanding the vastness of the
universe, observing the wonders of nature, sediagoeauty of a sunset—apparently all of
these things point to a Creator God. Deep withiisule recognition that there is something
beyond this life and someone beyond this world. & deny this knowledge intellectually,
but God’s presence in us and all around us isaiiious. Despite this, the Bible warns that
some will still deny God'’s existence: “The fool say his heart, ‘There is no God™ (Psalm
14:1). Since the vast majority of people throughaatory, in all cultures, in all civilizations,
and on all continents believe in the existenceoofies kind of God, according to theist belief
there must be something (or someone) causing ¢isfb

In addition to the arguments for God’s existencealh holy books, there are logical
arguments. First, there is the ontological argum&hé most popular form of the ontological
argument uses the concept of God to prove Godsenge. It begins with the definition of
God as “a being than which no greater can be cwedeilt is then argued that to exist is
greater than to not exist, and therefore the gstat®nceivable being must exist.
The second argument is the teleological argumdrd.t&leological argument states that since
the universe displays such an amazing design, thest have been a divine Designer. For
example, if the Earth were significantly closerfarther away from the sun, it would not be
capable of supporting much of the life it currendlges. If the elements in our atmosphere
were even a few percentage points different, neargyy living thing on earth would die. The
odds of a single protein molecule forming by chaiscé in 16*° (that is a 1 followed by 243
zeros). A single cell is comprised of millions @btein molecules.

A third logical argument for God’s existence isledlthe cosmological argument. Every
effect must have a cause. This universe and evegytin it is an effect. There must be
something that caused everything to come into excs. Ultimately, there must be something
“un-caused” in order to cause everything else te&mto existence. That “un-caused” cause
is God.

In the end, God'’s existence must be accepted by fidebrews 11:6). So because of this faith
in God is not a blind leap into the dark; it isesatep into a well-lit room where the vast
majority of people are already standing.

Arguments and reasons not to belive in God

On the other hand, it is difficult to credit anyeoreligion as being true or any one god as
being true when there have been so many throudhaugn history. None appears to have
any greater claim to being more credible or reiablan any other. Why Christianity and not
Judaism? Why Islam and not Hinduism? Why monotheisch not polytheism? They cannot
all be right, but they can all be wrong. | will naell you the main reasons why atheists do
not believe in any god.

First argument are contradictory characteristicgads. Theists claim that their gods are
perfect beings; they describe gods, however, itradittory and incoherent ways. Numerous
characteristics are attributed to their gods, somhewhich are impossible and some
combinations of which are impossible. As describeds unlikely or impossible for these
gods to exist. This does not mean that no god cpossibly exist, just that the ones theists
claim to believe in probably do not.

Next argument is so much evil in the world. Closa$gociated with taking action that should

be considered immoral is the fact that there im8oh evil in the world today. If there are any
gods, why don't they act to eliminate it? The absesf substantive action against evil would
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be consistent with the existence of evil or attléadifferent gods, which is not impossible,
but few people believe in such gods. Most claint thair gods are loving and powerful; the
suffering on Earth makes their existence implaesibl

Third reason is that faith is unreliable. A commubvaracteristic of both theism and religion is
their reliance on faith: belief in the existencegofl and in the truth of religious arguments is
neither founded upon nor defended by logic, reaseitlence, or science. Instead, people are
supposed to have faith — a position they would cwisciously adopt with just about any
other issue. Faith, though, is an unreliable guidereality or means for acquiring
knowledge. You cannot rely on Faith...

Perhaps the most basic reason for not believiragmngods is the absence of good reasons for
doing so. The above are decent reasons for noevimyi and for questioning — and
eventually leaving — whatever theistic and religidaeliefs a person might have had in the
past. Once a person gets beyond the bias in favdvelef, though, they may realize
something critical: the burden of support lies vilibse claiming that belief is rational and/or
necessary. Believers fail to meet this burden, ghpand thus fail to provide good reasons to
accept their claims. If evidence was found thatlietbthe existence of god, or, a logical
argument concocted that irrefutably posited theterice of god, then it is the job of the theist
to prove the additional assumptions about God: Gut is good, loving, conscious, all-
knowing and all-powerful, amongst others. They aitsast prove that God should be
worshipped. They would still need to prove that ¥&aand Hell exist, and that other aspects
of their faith are true. Also, the mere existenédeGomd would not help us decide which
religion was true. So do not accept the simpliaisumption that just because someone says
they can prove God exists, it also means they oawvepanythingabout God!

We cannot conclude that the most popular religgombst likely to be correct. At various
times in history various beliefs have been most4tenp For example, most people believed
the world was flat. It does not mean it was! In theure, Islam will be the most popular
religion. It does not mean, however, that it becerttee true religion. Popularity is not a
measure of truth.

Non-religious people are growing in number, nonleig thanks to the teachings of logic and
scientific thinking.

Statistically, non-religious people are the 3rdjést philosophy in the world:

-1 Christianity with 2.1 billion people (in declipe

-2 Islam with 1.3 billion people (fastest growirgdigion with annual growth rate of 230%,
concentrated in India and Africa)

-3 "Non-religious" with 1.1 billion people (conceated in Occident, Russia and China)
(constant growth)

Similarities between Theists and Atheists
The Universe exists. Theists, who believe in Godded atheists, who do not believe that
god(s) exist, beside their major diffrences stdvé some similar assumptions and theories.

This part of my essay highlights those assumptamtsarguments from both sides .

1. Theists : God requires no cause
Atheists : Universe requires no cause.

Shared conclusion: Something can exist that regjuececause.
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2. Theists: God is infinite.
Atheists: Universe is infinite.

Shared conclusion: Something can exist for infinity

3. Theists: Logic exists because of God.
Atheists: Logic exists as a part of the unigers

Shared conclusion: Logic exists.

These are only a few of the facts which are samtheistic and atheistic belief. No matter
how diffrent they are similarities between these theliefs' will always exist .

Conclusion

Whether you are a theist or an atheist your belefge huge effect on your character and
behaviour particularly in terms of how you thinkdawhat is your image of the world.
Nonetheless, like any other of our tastes, whatheiin food, clothing or choice of friends or
partners, being an atheist or a theist is justhareexcerpt in the biography of who we are.
However, we can never be sure if God is a myth r@adity because | doubt that we will ever
find some evidence which will be enough to put bsithes of this debate at peace. In this
essay | have tried to briefly show you general§aatguments, reasons of every belief to help
you reconsider your current belief or maybe eveange it! Nevertheless, my personal
opinion is that atheism has better arguments agyldahe more likely to be true. Therefore, as
Stephen Roberst said : | contend that we are lib#hisss. | just believe in one fewer god than
you do. When you understand why you dismiss all ttieer possible gods, you will
understand why | dismiss yours.*
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