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Abstract

The main purpose of this essay is to show the viagests are motivated nowadays,
because motivation undoubtedly represents the faator towards accomplishing their
dreams. This essay will attempt to discuss someilplescomponents that influence
students’ learning. It will present the survey coctéd to show the points that students
find the most and the least influential in theari@ng. While the level of motivation they
retain varies with each individual, very often tle@sons they are motivated are not so
different.
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Glavna cilj ovog eseja je da pokaze Sta motiviSgesaenog tenika, jer motivacija
nesumnjivo predstavlja glavni faktor ka ostvarivanjjegovih snova. Ovaj eseée

razmotriti neke mogie komponente koje éti na @enje daka. Prikazée sprovedenu
anketu koja naglaSava stvari za kojenici smatraju da najviSe ili najmanje dutina

njihovo wenje. Dok nivo motivacije koju oni poseduju varikad svakog tenika

pojedin&no, vrlocesto razlozi koji ih motiviSu se ne razlikuju taono.

Kljuéne redi: ucenici, motivacija, genje, uticaj



Introduction

The wordmotivation comes from a Latin word “moves, movere” which meé&ms
move. It is defined as a process that includessaealer willingness to do something. It
supplies us with the driving force to accomplisih goals.

Simply, motivation explains why people behave particular way. As some scientist
said ‘All behavior is motivated’, and so is leamuinStudents are the ones that often
encounter the lack of motivation which reflectsitHaowledge and which later has a
huge influence on their future. Motivation is withives students to achieve success in
all aspects of their life, but especially in leaigni Student motivation is a student’s desire
to participate in the learning process. It is algefined as a student’s drive from within
which guides, activates, and continues a behawer time. It is simply a student’s
willingness, need, desire, and compulsion to pasdie in, and be successful at the
learning process. Motivation is the key to studemticcessful education. Many other
factors also have a huge affect in student’s wlistudy such as their fear of failure,
whether the information is useful to them, the hesis approach to them, self-esteem
etc.

Intrinsic motivation and extrinsic motivation

Every person has not only a different amolmi, also a different way of being
motivated. To accomplish their goals, everyonetbdsd the source of their motivation.
Because sometimes having a desire is not enougttording to scientists, two most
important types of motivations are intrinsic motiga and extrinsic motivation.

1. Intrinsic motivation

Intrinsic motivation is something that comaghwis as human beings. It is something
that defines us as a person. Intrinsic motivatiepethds on the person, whether the
person is willing to study and accomplish his/heeamns. Students are intrinsically
motivated for some activities and not others, aatdaveryone is intrinsically motivated
for any particular task. If they are interestedparticular subject and find its learning
useful they maintain to study it frequently. Somets they can find themselves learning
a lesson just because they enjoy the activityfit3élis kind of a situation is when there
exists a large amount of intrinsic incentive to ivate a studentStill, this kind of
motivation is described as phenomena which can teddgh-quality learning. Intrinsic
motivation is easy to lose and that is why teaclhe parents have to provide extrinsic
motivation in order for students to be successfidahool.

2. Extrinsic motivation

Extrinsic motivation is described as extemativation which means that this kind of
motivation drives person to do things for tangitdevards or pressures. Most of the time
teachers and parents are the ones that creatarttiisf environment for students in order
to learn more, but sometimes a student does thk bewrause he/she personally believes



that it is valuable for his/her future educationdais also launched by extrinsic
motivation.

The whole student’'s family, especially pase has a huge influence in student’s
education. If parents see their child as potetiti@y force him/her to learn more one way
or another. Some parents put a lot of pressurd@in ¢hild by spending a lot of money
on their education and later expecting them tdlfatfeir expectations. That is mostly the
case with wealthier, high-educated families. Oftae, only reason why their children are
learning is because they are afraid of lettingrtipairents down or they try to avoid
making themselves feel guilty. Some parents ma&e dhildren study by offering them
a reward in return. This way the amount of studeektrinsic motivation can increase
depending on the reward they are getting. Studemdsnost motivating reward the ones
that include money; whether that is a trip they @tewed to go on, new technological
devices etc. Whenl/if learning this way, their omalyn is to get a reward in which they
succeed by getting a good grade and in that way phease their parents. All of these
things can make a child effective student, but fooéver. Students that are used to
getting rewards easily lose motivation. Some stteletudy only because they fear
parental sanctions for not doing it.

Peers, however, can have different infbi@snon a student. Peer pressure is a
process of empowerment. It can be defined as asyme$o do something or to keep you
from doing something else, whether you are willtagdo it or not. If a student, a
teenager, has found a good group of peers, who ¢pawe grades, it is most likely for
him to gain motivation in order to be as good as st of his friends or to fit into the
group better. With a hard working group of friendisarning turns into a habit and
positive extrinsic peer motivation. Sometimes tiisd of extrinsic motivation between
peers can turn into a competition, which will gualstudent to learn more eagerly than
ever. On the other hand, peers can also spreadiveegaotivation. Children, whose
friends are not interested in school and are nessured to learn, are most likely to be
bad students. Their parents and teachers usuatiyotdind a way to motivate them
because of the influence their friends have on thEnmey find their peers’ opinion and
behavior better and more appropriate for the peth@e age.

Not a lot of people are aware of the thett social networks and video games can
also block students’ motivation for studying. Teger® spend approximately six hours in
front of a computer. This fact shows us that teemagre more motivated to play video
games than spend time with their family and frieodgdo study. Social networks and
video games create an addiction which can blockwvaidn for learning or any other
activity.

However, in my opinion, teachers play tm®st important part in student’s
successful education, but not just education, &acmold the brains and personality of a
child when they are not at home with their pareltgy also have the biggest and most
effective influence on a student if they know hanéach to him. The key to motivating
a student is for teachers to use strategies toneehaxtrinsic motivation with the goal to
produce students who will start to motivate thewelintrinsically. The concept of
motivation in education is based on the teachduifityato inspire, challenge, and
encourage students to take an active role in tharning. Students who are inspired and
motivated by their teacher can accomplish greatgthi



Sometimes a student can be fascinated bybgect and is eager to learn more
without outside influence or help. This kind of ituation is when there exists a large
amount of intrinsic motivation. This is where teach play a part through extrinsic
motivation. In order to ensure students are inicalyy motivated, teachers must use
certain strategies to encourage this type of legtni

Every teacher has to be aware of thetfaadt his/her classes are not full of smart
children who are always willing to study. They haweemake an atmosphere which is
suitable for all students. By making their classnoan exciting environment for learning
they are able to hold students’ fascination andartakm interested in subject. This way,
teachers can take the advantage of their studemtistest and turn their extrinsic
motivation into intrinsic motivation.

However, for teachers it is not always eksgping students’ attention. Sometimes
teachers have to use their authority to motivaidesits and to make them learn. When a
student no longer finds his/her teacher interestimg worth listening to, extrinsic
motivation easily expires and the student fallsihewith the material.

All of these examples include teachers wiewilling to help and motivate their
students to learn. Unfortunately, students oftecoanter with negativity that a teacher
can spread. Some teachers are the cause of studehktef motivation. Threatening and
embarrassing a child to make him/her study is naweoption. It only does more harm
than good. When a child does not do what is askedot correctly, a teacher insults
him/her in front of the other peers. Some teacharsld scream at students and tell the
entire class what the student is incapable of ddaegause they think that this way the
student would start studying just so that he cardainsults he/she is forced to hear. In
most of the cases, a student loses every sort tvation towards particular subject just
because of the teacher. Rarely, this kind of apr@aakes a student more motivated and
if it does it is only because they want to provattthe teacher has been wrong about
them.

These examples prove that the teacher cam hath positive and negative effect on
their students and that a huge part of their stistl@ducation depends on whether they
are going to be able to motivate them.

General data about the survey

| have conducted a survey amongst high scétodlents. The number of students
who participated in the survey is 94 within 15 {6 ylears old. | have divided them
according to which sex they belong including tlege. The survey has been only done to
high school students because the main goal ofdbearch is to discover the causes of
motivation teenagers are being affected by and &émssver the questiowhat motivates
teenagers?

The survey includes 65 female and 2®erstudents. They were asked to put all
the statements in order that will show us the exampf motivation that have the biggest
and the lowest influence on their studying. Each ohthe examinees’ orders has been
carefully analyzed and put into the survey.



Female

Exactly, 65 female students from 15-17 have be@alected by this survey. 43% (28) of
the 15-year-old female students, 28% (18) of thedd-old female students, 29% (19)
of the 17-year-old female students have particppatethis survey. 48% (14) of the 15-
year-old male students, 35% (10) of the 16- yedrrolle students and 17% (5) of the
17-year-old male students have been a part ofésearch.

1. The statement’m learning more eagerly when the subject is easy’

15-year-old female students
15% (4 female) of the 15-year-old teenage girlsehawt this example in the first place,

85% (24) of the students have put it in betweenfitse and the last statement and none
of the 15-year-old female examinees have puttihénend.

16-year-old female students

There is a similar situation with the 16-year-odanfale students - 33% (6) of them have
put this kind of motivation on the top, 67% (12\y&aaut it in the middle and no one has
put it at the end.

17-yedd-female students

100% (18) of the female students have put thiestant in the middle and none of them
has put it in the first or the last place.
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2. The statementf'm learning more eagerly when | like the teacher

15-year-old female students



The 15-year-old female students have replied & way: 11% (3) have put it in the first,
89% (25) between the second and last position &mthGhe last position.

16-yedd female students

11% (2) of the students have put it in the firsigel and 89% (16) in the middle.
17ayeold female students

11% (2) of the female students have put this staterm the end and 89% (17) have
decided to put it in between.

90
80
70

28 015 year old students

40 B 16 year old students
30 017 year old students
20

10
0

The first place In between The last place

3. The statement’m learning more eagerly when | can be better timanpeers.’

15-yedd female students

This statement the 15-year-olds have usually pwtdsn the first and the last place. 75%
(21) of the students have put it in the middle 26% (7) have written it in the last place.

16-year-old female students
28% (5) of the students have put this statemetitarend and 72% (13) in the middle.
17-year-old female students

None of the students have put this statement irfitsieplace, 84% (16) of the students
have put it in between and 36% (3) of the studkat® written it in the last position.
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4. The statemenitm learning more eagerly when the teacher is dediag

15-year-old female students

4% of the female students have put this examptéenast position and 96% (27) have
put it in the middle.

Mear-old female students

100% (18) of the female students have put thiestant in the middle while the first and
the last position have not been mentioned.

17-year-old female students

5% (1) of the female students have put this statérae the top, none of the female
students have put it at the bottom and 95% (18¢ Ipax it in between.
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5. The statemerit'm learning more eagerly when | know the knowledsjuseful’

15-year-old female students

All (100%) of the 15-year-old female students hpuethis statement in the middle.



16-year-old female students

2 (11%) students decided to write this statementhen first place, one of them (6%)
wrote it in the last place and 15 (83%) studentsehaut it in the middle.

-§&ar-old female students

About 26% (4) of the teenagers have put this stateénm the first place, one person (5%)
has put it in the last place and 69% (13) havelpatstatement between the first and last
statement.
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6. The statemerifm learning more eagerly when I'm learning for marents.’

18ay-old female students

None of students has put this statement in the glece, 61% (17) of the students have
put it in the middle and 39% (11) of the studeragenput it in the last position.

16-year-old female students

6% (1) of the students have decided to put thisngpa in the first place, 44% (8) of the
students have put it in the end and 50% (9) ofesttglhave put it in between.

y&ar-old female students

47% (9) of the examinees have put this exampleha& énd and 53% (10) of the
examinees have put it in between the first andasieposition.

10
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7. The statemenrt'm learning more eagerly when the lessons arernasting.’

15-year-old female students
The first position has been marked by 29% (8) ef students and the last position has
been marked by 4% (1) of the students with thitestant, while the placdsetweernthe
first and the last positions have been marked with statement by 67% (19) of the
examinees.

16-year-old female students

6% (1) of the students have put this statemenhénfirst place and 94% (17) of the
students have put it in between.

-§&ar-old female students

21% (4) of the female students have put this stateérmat the top and 79% (15) of the
students have put it in between.
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8. The statemert’'m learning more eagerly when I'm not falling kel with the
material.’

y&ar-old female students
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Only one (4%) of the students has put this staténmethe first place, 36% (10) of the
students have put it in the last position and B34pstudents have put it in between.

§éar- old female students

According to the survey every 16-year-old femaledent has put this statement between
the first and the last position.

17-year-old female students

90% (17) of the female examinees have put thigstant between the first and the last
position and 10% (2) students have put it in tis¢ fdace.
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9. The statemerit'm learning more eagerly if there’'s a reward.’

y8ar-old female students
About 93% (26) of the students have put this examplithe middle and only 7% (2) of
the students have put it in the last place.
16-year-old female students
22% (4) of the examinees find this statement leapbrtant and that is why they have

put it in the end and about 78% (14) of the stuslésaive put this statement between the
first and the last statements.

17-yedd female students

Only 3 (16%) students have put this statement énlaist position and 16 (84%) of the
students have put it in between the first and éisedtatement.

12
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Male

1. The statemeritm learning more eagerly when the subject is easy

15-yedd male students

About 7% (1) of the male examinees have decideputathis statement at the top and
93% (13) of the male students have put it betwhkerfitst and the last position.

16-year-old male students

30% (3) of the male students have put this statémetie first place, none of them has
put it in the last place and about 70% (7) of tke@neinees have put it in the middle.

17-year-old male students

One (20%) has put this statement in the first anthe last place respectively, and the
rest of the examinees (60%) have put it in between.
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2. The statemerifm learning more eagerly when | like the teacher.

15-year-old male students
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None of the 15-year-olds has marked the last plattethis statement, but about 29% (4)
of the students have put it in the first place @mhéo (10) of the students have put it in the
middle.

16-year-old male students
20% of the male students have marked the firsttiposwith this statement, 10% (1) of
the students have marked the last position with sitatement and the rest of the male
students (70%) have put it in between.

17-year-old male students

80% (4) of the students have filled the places betwthe last and the first example with
this statement and only 20% (1) have marked tisé piace with it.
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3. The statement’m learning more eagerly when | can be better tinaypeers.’

15-yeadmhale students

7% (1) of the students have put this statemenhénfirst place and 93% (13) of the
students have put it in the middle.

16 andyear-old male students

All of the 16 and 17 year old male students hauetinis statement between the first and
the last example.
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4. The statemenitm learning more eagerly when the teacher is dediag

15 andyiear-old male students
100% of both 15 and 17-year-old students havelpsitstatement in the middle.
16-year-old male students

10% (1) of the examinees has put this statemethteitast place and 90% (9) of the male
examinees have put it in the middle.
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5. The statemerit'm learning more eagerly when | know the knowledsjuseful’

15-yeadohale students

21% (3) of the male students marked the first piaite this example, 79% (11) of them
filled the middle with it and none of them has fun the last place.

16-yeadohale students

80% (8) of the students have decided to put thltestent in the middle and 20% (2) of
them have put it at the top.

17-yead-ohale students
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All of the 17-year-old male students have put #tegement in the middle.
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6. The statemerifm learning more eagerly when I'm learning for marents.’

15-yeadmhale students

One (7%) student has put this statement in thegdlese, 8 (57%) students have put it in
the last place and 5 (36%) male students have pubetween these two positions.

16-yedd-male students

Half of the students (50%) have put this statemettte first place and the other half has
put it in the middle.

17-year-old male students

The first position and the middle have been markih this example by 20% (1) of the
students and the last position has been marke@®%%y(8) of the students.
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7. The statemerifm learning more eagerly when the lessons areiesting.’

15-yeadohale students
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36% (5) of the students have put this statemerthénfirst place while 64% of the
students have put it in the positions betweenitsednd the last.

16-yead-ohale students

50% (5) of the students have put this statemerthénfirst place and in the middle
respectively.

17-yead-ohale students

2 (40%) students have put this statement at tharnd@ (60%) students have put it in the
middle.
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8. The statemert’'m learning more eagerly when I'm not falling kel with the
material.’

15-year-old male students

14% (2) of the male students have put this statémethe last place and 86% (12) have
put it in between.

16-year-ol@ls students

10% (1) of the students have put this statemetitarfirst place, 30% (3) of the students
have put it in the last place and 60% (6) of thelehts have put it between the first and
the last position.

17-year-ol@dle students

All five students (100%) have decided to put thé&ement between the first and the last.
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9. The statemerit'm learning more eagerly if there’'s a reward.’

15-year-ol@dle student

71% (10) of the male students have put this statémethe middle and 29% (4) of the
17-year-old male students have put it in the end.

16-year-oldlenatudents

2 (20%) students have put this statement in tisé piosition, 1 (10%) student has put it in
the last place and the rest of the students (7@Xg put it between these two.

17-year-old eatudents

All five (100%) students have put this statemertetween.
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General remarks on the survey
This research has proven that there arenaoty crucial differences between what

motivates male and female students who are betdBelv years of age. According to
the results of the survey, it can be concluded tinatbiggest part of the surveyed peers
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has put the statemeritm learning more eagerly when the lessons are irgsting in
thefirst place.

While, on the other hand, the least imgartthing to students in regard to what
motivates them is the statemehin' learning more eagerly when I'm learning for my
parents. The outcome of this result can be comprehendierently. On the plus side is
the fact that students do not feel pressured hy pagents and that it is their own will to
study or not. However, in some cases this kindreggure can initiate students’ will to
study which can lead them to successful future.

According to the survey we can notice ittt big majority of examinees in my
school are mostly being exposed to extrinsic mabwa It is obvious that teachers have a
lot to do with their students' motivational levél. student may arrive in class with a
certain degree of motivation. But the teacher'sabiim and his/her teaching style, the
structure of the lesson, the nature of the assigtsnand informal interactions with
students all have a large effect on student matimat

Conclusion

As | have already elaborated in detadfivation is what drives students to achieve
success. Throughout this essay you have been aldkatn the types of motivations
students find most and least motivational. Theaedehas proven that every student has
different ways of being motivated, but majority tobm feels greater influence coming
from extrinsic motivation that is produced tBachers Teachers, more than any other
people, have the most powernmtivate students because they are on the froas lih
students experience the classroom as a caring plaeehere there is a sense of
belonging, where they feel challenged to completend task, where they feel
autonomy in the learning process, where they feeblued, appreciated and respected
and where they get support to build their self-esem, that's the environment that
should be provided to every student by his/her teder. When teachers succeed in
creating this kind of atmosphere students’ extamsotivation increases and reverses into
intrinsic motivation where achievements are guaaeaht
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Appendix

Survey

What do teenager learners say about what motivites1? Put the statements into the
correct order. Which one tops the list, and whicle comes at the very bottom?

I’'m leaning more eagerly when...

...the subject is easy

...l like the teacher

...the teacher is demanding

...I know that the knowledge is useful
...the subject interests me

...I'm learning for my parents

...the lessons are interesting

...I'm not falling behind with the material
...l know there’s a reward
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