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ABSTRACT

Nowadays we hear very often people talking aboetusage of cannabis or as most of people
simply call it marijuana. A considerable numbempebple use the subject just for making a dull

conversation more interesting without even thinkaiput the bigger picture, while the road to

marijuana addiction is more complex than it seehessome this drug seems like a way to solve
or avoid their problems, even for a short periodtiofe, to others it is a way to spend time

recreationally, and then there are the ones what isenake profits. In America there is a great

potential in the industry of legally selling mag@joa but in our country people of different ages
see it in a different way. This research will toydgresent the general view and opinion on the
acceptance and the refusal of the drug and it adb try to answer the question “Should

marijuana be legalized?”

Key words:Marijuana, legalization, drug, effect, students

U vremenu u kome zivimo, skoro svaki dan u velikoroju razgovor&ujemo o upotrebi biljke
kanabis ili kako je v@&na ljudi jednostavno zove marihuana.éfa ljudi koristi ovu temu kako
zavisnosti od marihuane slozeniji nego Stoc¢se. Nekima ova droga sluzi kao ¢ia za
reSavanje ili izbegavanje problema, bar na kratlej su povremeni korisnici, a onda ima nekih
koji kojima je to nd&in zarade. U Americi postoji industrija legalne gage marihuana sa
ogromnim potencijalom, ali u nasoj zemlji ljudi li&#tih uzrasta imaju razlita razmisljanja po
tom pitanju. Ovo istrazivanjée pokusSati da predstavi generanini pogled i mif@jenprihvatanju

ili odbijanju ove droge. | takodjée pokuSati da odgovori na pitanje “Da li bi marihaarebalo
legalizovati?”

Kljucnereci: Marihuana, legalizacija, droga, efekat, ucenici



INTRODUCTION

Cannabis has been used by almost all Asian coanfm®stly China, India, Nepal) and some
European mainly for spiritual purposes and wag lgtadually exported to Europe for purposes
that are similar to the ones we see today. Itugasl by shamans and spiritual leaders in Asia to
exorcist evil out of a person or to enchant impariaaces with protective spells. Later it was
mostly used because of its psychoactive effectdmple who could afford it.

Cannabis is indigenous to Central andtisésia. Evidence of the inhalation of cannabis
smoke can be found in the 3rd millennium BCE, aficieted by charred cannabis seeds found in
a ritual brazier at an ancient burial site in pnesgay Romania. In 2003, a leather basket filled
with cannabis leaf fragments and seeds were fouest mo a 2,500- to 2,800-year-
old mummified shaman in the northwestern XinjianggUr Autonomous Region of
China. Another evidence for the consumption of edm has also been found in Egyptian
mummies dated about 950 BC. Cannabis is also kriovmave been used by the ancient Hindus
of India and Nepal thousands of years ago. The hed calledyanjika in Sanskrit ganja in
modern Indo-Aryan languages). Some scholars sugjgaisthe ancient drug soma, mentioned in
the Vedas, was cannabis, although this theory sputied. Cannabis was also known to
the ancient Assyrians, who discovered its psyclivagiroperties through the Aryans.Using it in
some religious ceremonies, they callequiubu (meaning "way to produce smoke"), a probable
origin of the modern word "cannabis". Cannabis vedso introduced by the Aryans to
the Scythians, Thracians and Dachas, whose shahaksapnobatai—"those who walk on
smoke/clouds™) burned cannabis flowers to industase of trance.

Cannabis was criminalized in variousrtaes beginning in the early 20th century. In the
United States, the first restrictions for sale afigabis came in 1906 (in District of Columbia). It
was outlawed in South Africa in 1911, in Jamait@it a British colony) in 1913, and in the
United Kingdom and New Zealand in the 1920s. Caraidainalized cannabis in the Opium and
Drug Act of 1923, before any reports of use of dngg in Canada. In 1925 a compromise was
made at an international conference in The Hagoatahe International Opium Convention that
banned exportation of "Indian hemp" to countrieatthad prohibited its use, and requiring
importing countries to issue certificates approving importation and stating that the shipment
was required "exclusively for medical or scientipgrposes”. It also required parties to "exercise
an effective control of such a nature as to preteatillicit international traffic in Indian hemp
and especially in the resin.

In Serbia personal use of cannabis midden although in some cities there are
organizations which fight for legalization, while some European countries there are numerous
stores where you can buy medical marijuana, onypuf have a prescription that is.



SURVEY
GENERAL DATA ABOUT THE SURVEY

The number of people interviewed in this surve@isstudents and 3 middle aged people who
are divided into 2 groups (male and female). Thehealso be 2 categories (students and middle
aged people) so we can differentiate the opinionotti. Each of the students answered a number
of questions about the subject without third pamterference. Their answers were carefully
analyzed and were used to create a general opafithre subject. As for middle age category, all
of the examinees were asked different questiongtwban be found in the appendix because
each of them has a profession that is connectedc(ti or indirectly) to the subject which
makes them able to provide information which theeotategory could not.

15-17 SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS

In this age group there were total of 27 studeriis participated in this pole (17 are male - 63%
and 10 are female - 37%). To be more contrastecatie group was also split to those who were
users, a total of 5 (18% all male), to those wheeh@ever used but were offered by their friends,
a total of 8 (29%), and finally to those who newsed or were offered cannabis, total of 14
(51%).

Sub-groups of secondary school students

B Former users
m Offered but didn’t use

= Never used or were offered




MALE (users)

This sub-group consistsf 5 examinees (18% out of secondary school cayggeno all have
been users (atif them say that they stopped using but there wasune way toheck that).

Their answer to the first question was completagifive although the answer was |
as detailed as somee would expect. They only described the most knaffects such &
reddening of the eyes, losing a portion of motalls and short term hallucinations. For |
second question 4 of them knew only one way of gnagmn, the way which is also the m
common. Only one knew 3 ways of preparation whictiude making an edible marijua
cookie and using oil of the plant forore potent experience. Of coutBe answer to the thii
guestion was positive. The reason for that is beeanost of the users usually smoke in grc
so they could share the joint, avoidipayingmore money for each having their own. But onl
of themactually saw the dealer in person, the reason bmiogf of the dealers not meet up
with groups of people so they could avoid havingirttiace being seen by a large numbe
people. In both cases it was isome«one who they knew. The answer to tharth question wa
mostly positive (4 out of 5 saies) because all of them said that when using marguapersol
can feel happy no matter how depressed that sams®rpevas prior to the usage. So tt
conclusion was that marijuana can be used as i to depression. Only one of the examin
answered negatively because of his experience Voileg on a “bad trip”. He said he hac
streak of bad hallucinations and was haunted by tfog days. He also said that he felt hun
all the time even when heas full, which is one of the many side effectsafnabis usage. F
the fifth question most of the answers were neg. Only one out of 5 examinees approves
personal usage of marijuana mainly because he tidchah experience while using. He asays
that marijuana sometimes even helped him to salweesof his personal issues. The answe
the sixth question is as expected positive. Theas & lot of confusion about the seve
guestion because it was hard for the examine« answered the gagon positively to explail
how it can help. When they finally fully answerdz tquestion, their answers were mainly be
on depression and cure for it. Some of them wrbéd they used weed only when they w
feeling overly stressed.h& one who ansvred thequestion negatively wrote that it may eff
the user in many ways, for examp'when a person has been using it éodong time the
become addicted and the effect of the drug is mopatent as the prior tim’ This can
sometimes lead to oversing the drugwith the effects being bad hallucinations or “bad trij
For the eighthand ninth question they all agree that marijuar@ukhbe legalized but only i
medical purposes because if it is completely legdliit can become a gateway to
addictions. As for the final question they all lnme said yes, mainly because they want to t
legally. The one who would not try it says thathagel enough of it in his lif



MALE (offered but never used)

This subeategory consists of 8 examiis (29%) whohave been offered cannabis by tt
friends and acquaintances but they declil

Their answer to the first question was éepositive;all of them knew what marijuana
and knew the most known effects. As for the seoquelstiin it was somewhat similar to tl
answer of the users. They only knew one way, batexaminee knew some of the lesser kn
ways of preparation, he listed oil preparation hirgts preparation and tincture preparation, wit
he described in admirable degail'he third question was also completely positMest of them
described the situation when they were hangingnotlt their friends and some of them star
smoking, an interesting thing is that most of theere not surprised because they already
doubts. There were a lot of negative answers tddhegh question (6 out of 8 saNO). The
reason for the answer being negative is that thiex tmarijuana us, bothmedical and persor,
can lead to addiction or a gateway to other healiiegs that can become life threatening.
minority that saidyes think that marijuana can sometimes help a persarcome emotione
issues. As for the fifth question their answer wagative, all otthem think that marijuana,
used in large quantities can cause addiction andt@dead as gateway to addiction to oi
drugs. The answer to the sixth question was negaBut some of them s¢3 out of 8) that the
are attracted in some way, nott because their friends smoke but because thek thaan helg
them in some way. Theegenth question also had mixed answers most of gadhyes (5), bl
only when being used with a prescription. Os, who answered negativegxplained that they
do not think it isa smart thing to use things such as drugs to tigveycome emotional issu
because there are a lot of other ways such amglkinding a hobby or getting a pet. T
answer to the eight question was the same as gweario the seveh, the same five said y:
and the same three said no, the reasons beingathe as aboveTo the ninth question th
answers slightly changed gaid NC, 3 said YES). The reasons for saymugis that they do rt
want legalization of drugs in a countryt already has enough probleadsead. As for the final
guestion, theanswers were mostly negati(6 said NO,2 said YES). The ones 0 answered
negatively said that there was no reason for treemytit and that they ¢ notwant to risk. The
ones who aswered positively said that they would try it josit of curiosity.

MALE (never used and were never offered)

This sub-category consists @kaminees whhave never beeoffered any kind of cannabis a
have never tried. It is a total of 4 examine

Their answer to the first question was positivethely couli notexactly name any kin
of effects of the drug. They mostly said that itsga person high and it sometimes feels
sometimes it does hoAs for the second question theould notname any we; they only said
that you just roll the dried plant in a roll of pap Their answer to the third question v



negative, none of them haser :eenany of their friends or acquaintances u. Only one of the
examinees wrote that heirtks that he saw a man dealing something whichuspexctecwas
marijuana or some other drugwas na anyone who he knew. The fifth question was amsd
negatively by all of the examinees. Their explam&iwere similar. Their reason for saying r
that some people cannsét measurements and once they start doing somgdtigy lose an
kind of direction of where that is leading them. They thihthosekinds of things are legalize
they should be dealt with precise measurement antlon. The skth question was answer
negatively, but some of them say that they have lad¢teacted to look for marijuana but quicl
changed their mind for their own reasons. Onho of them thinkmarijuana can help 1
overcome personal and emotional is;, but only when used with cautiohheir thoughts on th
legalization of marijuana in some countries arét,spvo of them think it was a good idea, &
two of them think it isa bad idea. First two think is a good idea because it can make a ¢
investment fo some people and a solution to others. The sedandhinks that is a bad idea
because it encourages people to do drugs whicheeanto a number of bad thin However,
only one of them thinks it is good idea to legalize it in Serl, the other tree disagree becau
they think that youth nowadays not really tell theright from wrong and the legalization w
lead to a darker future. And the final question vaaswered positively only by one of t
examinees he also said that he would try it out of shearasity.

FEMALE

This category consists of 10 female examineeo have answered the questions in the
there will be no sulzategories for this group, the reason beno female examinee vo have
everbeen offered or have ever used marijui

All of them knew what marijuana is and four of thé&mew more than one way
preparation but again were tr able to describe ‘it with a higher amount of detas for the
effects of using marijuanainority of them listed the most known effect andsiof them coul
nat think of more than one, and even that one th&gdi wa not as accurate as male r-users
listed. Majority of them wrote that thehave never seen amye dealing drugs as far ¢hey
know. Only one of them wrote that she suspectedragn she knew but slcould not tel for
sure. Her reason to suspect that person is thatahédiim going away and saying that he he
give something to.someone. Later she saw that pansen taling to some shady people but
not pay much attention. As_for the fourth quen most of them do not approv7 out of 10)
saying that it will just make matters worse and gdeowill find the way to misuse tt
prescriptions given to them just as theisuse prescriptions for medicine. The ones thatag
say that it may help some people who have medisakis and marijuana is the most potent
Almost none of them approve ponal-use of marijuan&(out of 10) saying that some peo
just cannoset up boundaries for themselves and the resulgsoméethal not just to the users |
for the people close to them. One,o wrote that she approves thersonal use, wrote “legali
everything and let Darwin do his work” (which isjaote of a famousomedian regarding tr
usage of drugs). None of them used marij, but minority (2 out of 10) iattracted to try it jus



to see how it feels. Three of them think tthe moderate and controllege of marijuana ce
help a person to overcome personal issues, butl&ads to addiction it shoulbe stopped
immediately. The ones who dwt approve had similar answers as the male non ;useng alsc
said that it wouldead to bigger problems nsolutions. The same number of them disag
with thedecision of some countries to legalize it becatisagourages people to use it not jus
a way to solve a problem but also for recreationctwhaccording to them is unacceptal
Majority of them tlnk that not just marijana but any kind of drugshould not be legalized in

our country because of the nature of its residedt®e of them says that an average Ser
cannd do most of the things he does in moderation mhdg smokini, drinking and dcng

drugs. And finally only twaof them would try marijuana if it was legalized saythat if they
felt depressed they would use it just to heighkesirtmood, only if it is within the boundaries

the law.

Females answer to 9th
qguestion

B Number of females
who wouldn’t try if
it it was legalized

B Number of females
who would try it if it
was legalized

MIDDLE AGE CATEGORY (28-46)

This category ansists of three people of different professiono were asked a different kind
guestions regarding their experience. One of them policeman, second a nurse, the third
oneis a part time bouncer in a discothe:

Policeman

His answer to thdirst question was positive. He wrote that he dgk unarijuana in fe\
occasions but stopped when he graduated. He staeteslise one of his friends offered h
when he was in hithird year in secondary school. He said the would rathernot write about
it. He is a policeman so he encounters users almeskly, mostly at night while he is «uty.
He says that once someone inexperienced gets Rigintost stops caring if someone sees



so they stroll on the street and sometimes theyaysdown i a bench at late hours and sit th
motionless. If the patrol finds some amount of drog them they are transferredthe station.
There was an encounter that ' not his but his colleagueld him about it. There was a girl wl
got high with her friads and her boyfriend. When they saw the patrdingehear them the
started running away. Most of them got away but ¢wh because she was in a worse condi
than everyone else. When they apprehended herfolieg a spare joint in her pocket sey
had to take her to the station. When she was imteed they asked her the usual questi
where she gt the drug, how lor she hadbeen using. Instead of answering the questions
began to tell the story about how <had lost her virginity which @nt on for hours. After he
parents haghowed up and after a long and loud talk abouts, they went home. Tomorro
the whole town knew the story and she is still églasecause of it. The story was also the an
to the next question, he knew the , and personally he would never expect her to bleug
user. He wrote that th@most common age of users he sees are between I aithough ther
are some cases in which he encounters middle agmulgusing and selling. He thinks that

most efficent way to treat addiction is rehabilitation, igiwes out of control of course. But ¢
time users should be treated differently, he shgs there i not much to do except talk, if the
want to listen they will if not they will have tearn the harway. He completely negates the f
that marijuana can help in solving personal issuetshould not be legalized - not only in our
country but in every other. He explains that itgemis the minds of the youth in many ways

it makes them do things thare not logica

Nurse

Her answer to the first question wnegative; she wrote that she Heaatl no prior experience
using. She also has a large amount of encountéhsmarijuana users, mostly when she wc
on night shifts, sometimes even at day, when someeniles that he should get high while ¢
atschool. There was one special time which she remaesrhb great detail. There was a boy v
was carried in by his friends who were thinkinghtael a bad recion to the drug. They were ¢
very scared so they just left their friein the waiting roomand ran-out. “Their_friend just ¢
there looking at the wall with a faint smile on fage. She.went to him.and asked him-why 1
had brought him to hospital.e just looked at-her with“reddened eyes;-almost.filbsed anc
said “I saw a bunch of rats so | started run”. In-fact he.had a*bad trip, which.is.simply eu
with a warm shower but his friends not know that so thejyst left him there.“/And shead a
lot of other encountemsith kids who shé knew, and with,some 'middle ageapjeebut. wheneve
she could hide their mistakes she did. She nevported anyone who came there. |
experience is mostly with teenagers between-1522ralthough shhas aso hacthe experience
with people older than 30. The most efficient waytreat addiction, according.to her, is a g
long talk about the consequences-and risks they/ take thinks that marijuaishould not be
legalized because it will onlyncreas the numbepf users and it can lead to .addiction of wc
drugs such as methamphetaminecaine etc.



Bouncer

The bouncer who was interviewed is the youngesghisnage group which is the reason for |
having more experience than most of the profes: He has had thexperienceregarding trying
marijuana when he was gecondary school. He continued for a few yearsdfigr he wa:
warned for the third time by the police he stoppad started working part time jobs. Becaus
the nature of his curreqbb he has the largest number of encounters wihuters and hhas
also had awkward experiences with his acquaintaoeesfew occasions. He wrote that once
had to kick out a bunch of drugged up kids, he shgsthey must have been about 16 y old,
and that they walked like “they had their legs beaatip by someone”. There was also one
he had to walk his friend out of a bathroom whezesat still for about an hour. Most of the us
he encountered are teenagers fror, 16 to 20. He said that he did n@tally know a way
someone else except the person himself can hetpating addiction. When the person stror
decides that he or she wants to stop that is thediep. He says that even if someone may |
it helps to overcome isssiehe says that it dc notand that a man should always find a cl
way to end their problems. He also thinks that jnanashould not be legalized in any kind of
way and in any country. Heelieve: that it isa bad decision to encourage people to drugs in
any way, legal or illegal.

General statistics of marijuana usage in
Serbia

® never

= 1-2 times

m 3-9 times

W 10-19 times
m 20-39
m40-99

more than 100 times

no answer




Conclusion

Marijuana is a drug, and that is a fact, but whakes it so different from any kind of mode
medicine an average man takes? There was no alearea to this question but there wa
certain contrasbetween people who think it should be legalized #m& ones who ¢ not

approve of it.But there was one thing in common to almost alltled examinees wt
participated in this researchthey all have something dragging them towards ¢ryime drug

some out of sheer curiosityherea some think it may solve something. The answerillsnsit

clear enough to be taken seriously though, butsubject of legalizinghis dru¢ should be
because not only does it affébe usel but it also affects the people aroumd/hel more than
we can see or tellt is a growing industry which has the potent@algrow faster than any oth
and eventually it will come to us. When the timenes to make a decisi, it will greatly affect
not only current generatiobut the future generatio, too. The influence of weed is growi
with each passing dathere is only a choice to be made, and that chweitdnave to be made b

everyone.



APPENDI X
Secondary school questions

1. Do you know what marijuana is and what its éfere?
2. Can you name some of the ways of marijuana pa&pa?
3. Have you ever seen someone using or dealingypsyof marijuana?
3.1 If the answer iges, was it a person who you knew and/or the persosed®o?
4. Do you approve of the usage of marijuana forinagurposes?
5. Do you approve of the personal usage of marg@an
5.1 If the answer is YES why?
5.2 If the answer is NO why?
6. Have you ever used marijuana?
6.1 If the answer to your questioryes, how did you feel?
6.2 If the answer is NO, are you attracted ta éweit?
7. Do you think marijuana can help a person to awee personal/emotional issues?
8. What do you think about the decision to legafhimaijuana some countries have made?
9. Do you think marijuana should be legalized inb&?
10. If marijuana was legalized in the near futweuld you try it?

Middle age group questions

1. Do you have any experience regarding using oerg and have you ever used it yourself?
2 Does your job have a large amount of encountélsthe users of the drug?
2.1 If yes, can you recall the encounter that th@ most interesting to you?
3. Have you ever seen someone you know or a chddraeone you know using marijuana?
3.1 Did you report them to police? If not, why?
4. How old are most of the users you see in yoafegsion?
5. What are the most efficient ways to treat adlicaccording to you?
6. Do you think marijuana or any kind of drug cafphovercome personal issues?
7. Do you think marijuana should be legalized?
7.1 If yes why? If not, why?
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